
WINFRITH NEWBURGH & EAST KNIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes

Monday 9th July 2018
In the Winfrith Village Hall

Starting at 7pm

Draft copy

Councillors present
Nic Johnson (chairman), Ruth Evans (Vice – chair), Amanda Williams, Brenda 
Mustoe & Charles Smith.

Clerk – Mandy Stephens
4 Parishioners

1 Apologies
87. Received from Dorset County Cllr Cherry Brooks and District Cllr Barry 
Quinn.

2. Parishioners open forum
88. A question was raised about the telephone box in the village and its future. It
was confirmed that the box is listed. BT has a duty of care to look after it. It was
raised about the box being used for others uses, but it has to be an organisation 
not just a group to take it over. 
89. Action - The clerk will contact BT to come and clean the box up
90. The Cllrs were invited to the village hall Summer Party on the 31st August. 
The council were invited to have a table at the event, which they agreed to do.

3. Minutes – 11th June the Annual Meeting 2018
91. The Chairman asked the Cllrs if they agreed the above minutes. They all 
agreed so the Chairman signed them off as a true record.

4. Declaration of interest
92. None.

5. Matters arising
Overnight parking
93. This is still ongoing. 

Dog bin by the Countryman



94. Unfortunately the wrong bin was looked at. Cllr Evans said she would take a
look at the correct bin and tidy it up. 

1.
6. Plans to develop land adjacent to the Red Lion Pub 
95. Nothing new to report on at this meeting.

7. District / County Councillor’s update
96.  Report from PDC Barry Quinn. Read out by the clerk
Local Government Reorganisation
The Shadow Executive has now met twice, once at a formal meeting and once 
in an informal session. The SE is made up of 10 members from the County 
Council and 10 from the five District/Borough Councils. The Chairman is Cllr 
Rebecca Knox (also DCC Leader) and the vice Chairman is Cllr Gary Suttle 
(also Leader PDC). The informal meeting was a workshop to establish service 
functions and potential lead members for each of those functions (similar to 
portfolio holders), it was also to determine the way ahead with the Task & 
Finish Groups. The Boundary T&FG has almost completed its work as the 
Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) report has 
now been published and largely agrees with the proposals put forward by the 
T&FG. The Parish Council will have been sent the link to that report separately 
if you wish to comment. Cllr Quinn had a quick overview from the LGBCE at 
the LGA Conference last week and the changes for Purbeck are minimal. The 
opportunities for radical change to the proposed Warding pattern are limited 
because of the time constraints but the Boundary T&FG will meet on 23 July to 
discuss the proposals. The other T&FG discussed at the informal meeting of the 
SE was the Area Based Decision Making led by Cllr Quinn, this needs to 
reconvene at an early stage in order to develop policies for regulatory activities 
such as planning and licensing. The SE are conscious that we cannot get 
everything in place for day one of the new council so there is a pragmatic 
approach to ensure that the new body is safe and legal, that is to say that the 
statutory functions can continue, there is a bank account, the council tax can be 
collected and staff can be paid.  Finally the Judicial Review launched by 
Christchurch has been given leave to proceed but at this stage we still have no 
idea whether it will succeed or what, if any  the impact will be on the process of
forming the Unitary Councils.
Local Plan Review
This continues apace with the drafting of the various sections proceeding. It is 
recognised that there is a need to have an adopted Local Plan in place for 
Purbeck prior to the formation of the new Council. Nationally this need was 
also commented on at the LGA Conference. Other Councils are at different 
stages with their revisions or development but the intention is to have a Local 
Plan for Dorset in about 2024. This will be coordinated through the Strategic 



Planning Forum which is made up of members from across Dorset Poole and 
Bournemouth but also with representation from the LEP whose focus is on 

2.
Economic growth. In recognition of the work of the SPF Cllr Peter Webb on of 
our representatives on the SPF is to be co-opted onto the Local Plan Working 
Party.
Council Meetings
The June Policy Group and July Council meetings were cancelled with the 
agreement of the Chairman and Leader due to lack of substantial business top 
conduct. It is also possible the date of the August meeting may change and this 
could alter the date for the Parish and Town Council Liaison meeting but at the 
moment this is not confirmed.
Local Government Association (LGA) Conference
Cllr Quinn attended this event last week in Birmingham. There were a number 
of common themes throughout the conference; Adult social care, Children’s 
social care, housing and negative Rate Support Grant (RSG).  The rising cost of 
adult social care has been recognised for a while as we all live longer and an 
additional percentage rise in the DCC element of council tax was permitted to 
address this. The number of what are termed “looked after” children though is 
also increasing both in Dorset but also nationally. The annual cost of caring for 
each of these children can be quite staggering. Housing has been touched on as 
being addressed under our local plans as we strive to achieve targets. Finally 
the  money that the local government gets back from central government has 
been squeezed to such an extent that we could be in a position of negative RSG 
where we pay money to Westminster. In Purbeck this might be in the order of 
£6m per year! We are lobbying our MPs and ministers to stop this as Dorset has
had a raw deal for years.

97.   Report from DCC Cherry Brooks. Read out by the clerk
The LGR element is the same for both councils. Biggest thing happening at the 
moment is budget setting for the new council. 
Still challenging are the adult and children’s services budgets which have a 
knock on effect to other functions within the council. 
The shadow council is now operational. Cllr Quinn sits on that for PDC and I sit
on the overview and scrutiny committee that will be reviewing it (for County)
Surface dressing is taking place across the county and should be finished within 
the next month. 

8. Tree planning
98. None

9. Planning application



99.  Newburgh Farm, Winfrith 6/2018/0351. To create a slurry lagoon.
100. Cllr Smith did comment on how difficult it was to access this application
The council had no objections to this application. The clerk will contact PDC.

3.
10. Pavilion on the playing field
101.  A dog show is taking place on Saturday 21st July. There is a leak in the 
ladies toilets that needs looking at. Cllr Johnson said he would take a look if 
they couldn’t get anyone else to do so. The Playing Field Committee only insure
the pavilion now so does not have any public liability. Anyone wishing to use 
the field for an event must have their own public liability insurance.

11. Speed watch report
Report from Cllr Mustoe
102. The latest speed watch took place on Monday 9 th July at Pigeon Close from
10-11am. The aim of the speed watch is to monitor the volume and type of
traffic coming through Winfrith as well as to raise awareness of speed. 
There were 177 vehicles made up of 154 cars, 1 motorbike, 15 vans, 2 tractors,
3 double decker buses, 1 caravan and 1 bike with only one vehicle exceeding
the speed limit at 34mph. It was noted that several times vehicles were bunched
together possibly because of the rail crossing and roadworks in Wool. The effect
of this was to slow everything down. The double decker buses were the summer
public service ones and were very well used so although they can cause issues
because of their size they are serving a purpose.
We are hoping to do another count on a Saturday morning as weekend traffic is
significantly more.
PC Martha Perry will be meeting with Brian from the speed watch group to
update him on some changes.

12. General data protection regulations update (GDPR)
103. The Cllrs went through all the relevant paper work.
Map 
Data protection policy
Data breach policy 
Cllrs compliance checklist 
Registration with the ICO – the clerk has done this at a cost of £40
After discussing each one the full council agreed to the changes. The clerk will 
now put this all in place. 
104. It was confirmed that smaller council’s do not need to have a Data 
Protection Officer.

13. To adopt the New Standing Orders from Nalc
105. After discussing the new document the full council agreed to the new 
Standing Orders.



14. Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE)
106. After discussing this, the full council decided that they did not wish to make

4.
a comment.

15. Committee reports
School Governors 
107. The clerk spoke to the School about sending reports to the council keeping 
them updated on what is happening at the School. They are currently going 
through some changes on the Governing Board and a new clerk. Once this is all 
sorted this will be put before the board.
Daptc 
108. There was a meeting on the 22nd June. Cllr Evans will forward the minutes 
to the Cllrs.
Rights of Way 
109. Nothing further to report on the Pound and the finger posts.
Transport 
110. No report.
Flood Plan 
111.  The River Win project continues.
Village hall
112. No report
Playground / recreation 
113. Cllr Johnson will source some new fence posts.
Tree & Hedgerow
114. No report.
Crime prevention 
115. No report.
Village maintenance 
116. No report.
Stake holder 
117. PDC Barry Quinn reported that SSG did submit a response to the Beis 
consultation.

16. Clerk’s monthly financial report & general report
118. The clerk issued the financial report.
119. Proposed by Cllr Mustoe and seconded by Cllr Evans. 
120. Four cheques needed to be signed for. They are for A Stephens (wages 
£312.16), Wessex Ground Services (£389.50), Daptc (£255.54) and A Stephens 
(£40 for ICO payment).
121. Proposed by Cllr Williams and seconded by Cllr Johnson. 



122. The Audit is now being undertaken by PKF Little John LLP. It is now 
called Limited Assurance Review. 

5.
17. Correspondence
123. None.

18. Matters of interest & Information
124. None.

19. Items for the next agenda
125.  None

20. Date of next meeting
Monday 10th September 2018. There will be no August meeting.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.40hrs.

.



6.


	WINFRITH NEWBURGH & EAST KNIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

